
CASA’s Role in Judicial Proceedings

Other Judicial Proceedings Which May Occur:

DFCS receives & files
complaint of alleged child abuse or

neglect

Judge decides if child should remain
in DFCS custody

Judge reviews need for
continued DFCS custody & efforts

for permanent plan

Judge decides about
permanent plan for child:

• Reunified w/parent(s); or
• Termination of parental rights; or
• Custody to relative or suitable person

Judge determines what should
happen to child for his/her best

interests

Judge determines if there is clear &
convincing evidence of the

allegations

CASA Volunteer can be appointed at any stage.
At all stages, he/she:
(1) Provides child with age-appropriate explanation of the
proceedings; and
(2) Advocates for services to meet child’s unmet needs

CASA Volunteer:
(1) Attends hearing;
(2) Starts interviewing parties & those who have
knowledge of child’s case; and
(3) Reviews records

CASA Volunteer:
(1) Attends hearing;
(2) Continues interviewing; and
(3) Continues reviewing records

CASA Volunteer:
(1) Presents report at hearing; and
(2) May be called to testify

CASA Volunteer:
(1) Presents report at each review hearing

CASA Volunteer:
(1) Presents recommendation for permanency at hearing;
and
(2) Informs Judge of child’s well-being in current
placement

w/in 10 days

w/in 90
days

DFCS makes motion to extend its
custody after 1 year

CASA Volunteer:
(1) May be called to advise about custody

DFCS may file if Judge ceases
reunification efforts & Judge decides

if TPR is in best interests of child

CASA Volunteer:
(1) May prepare a report; and
(2) May be called to testify about TPR

Judge reviews child’s permanency
plan, services child may need &

efforts by DFCS to find permanent
placement

CASA Volunteer:
(1) Provides reviewer with information about child

Complaint Filed 72-Hour Hearing Adjudication Hearing

Disposition HearingInitial & Periodic ReviewPermanency Hearing

w/in 12 months
after initial
removal from
home

A. Custody Extension Hearing B. Termination of Parental Rights (TPR)
C. Post TPR Annual Reviews

(annually)

often
immediately


