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Georgia CASA’s comprehensive core services support and develop local CASA affiliate programs 
through trainings, technical assistance, volunteer recruitment and screening, networking, 
communications, legislative advocacy, and outcomes measurement.

In a given year, an average of over 1,000 contacts with affiliates are made by the Georgia CASA 
team via phone calls, emails, visits, and statewide events. 

Email info@gacasa.org for a copy of the full financial statements.

CASA Service Area by Affiliate

Map current as of June 30, 2022

Visit http://bit.ly/DirectorySearch for contact information for all 
affiliate CASA programs in Georgia.

Dear Supporters,

Please take some time to peruse our Impact Report covering highlights of 
Georgia CASA’s work between July 2021 and June 2022.

During the past fiscal year, nearly 2,600 advocates provided best-interest 
advocacy to over 9,000 children experiencing foster care in Georgia. As 
advocates and supporters, we come together around a shared vision that each 
child has the opportunity to thrive and reach their full potential through the 
support and connections to their family. Georgia CASA remains committed 
as ever to strengthening and supporting the local CASA affiliates each and 
every day, as evidenced by the interconnections and respect that extends to 
all corners of the state.

Thank you for the role you play in and support you lend to strengthening  
families all across Georgia. We look forward to continuing this partnership with 
you!

Mandira Mehra                                         Jen King
Board Chair                                              Executive Director
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CASA Advocacy Across the Georgia CASA Advocacy Across the State

44 
Affiliates

During the fiscal year, Tri-County CASA (Appling, Jeff 
Davis, and Wayne counties) began operating under CASA 
Glynn as part of the Brunswick Judicial Circuit
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2,592
CASA
Volunteers

2,753
Children
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Visit https://bit.ly/FY22Statistics to view individual statistical information for each affiliate CASA 
program in Georgia.
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Key Impact Areas Key Impact Areas

Affiliate Operations
Comprehensive support and services provided to improve quality advocacy and 
effectiveness, including visits, trainings, networking opportunities, and consultation in a

variety of operational areas

Facilitation of 60+ trainings and small group discussions in addition to 10 larger core 
trainings, State Conference, and routine calls and meet-ups

Included nine Race Equity Diversity Inclusion (REDI) related meetings, eight director 
meetings to discuss trends and issues, two Council of Programs meetings and 30 Affinity 

Group discussions

FEATURE: Council of Programs Meeting

Recruitment & Awareness

“Georgia CASA’s guidance and leadership is 
crucial. We couldn’t do our work without them.”

Affiliate CASA Director in Georgia

Quality Volunteer Advocacy

Legislative & Policy Advocacy
Tracked and supported key legislative issues impacting children and families involved in 

child welfare and coordinated legislatives activities and outreach

FEATURE: CASA Day at the Capitol - February 2022 

• Day included on-site and virtual legislative 
briefing 
• Legislative appointments, both in-person or 
virtually, during legislative session
• CASA materials distributed on-site to each 
legislator’s office

At close of legislative session, General 
Assembly increased the State of Georgia’s 
investment by $200,000 for total of $3.82 

million for CASA advocacy statewide On-site Attendees at Capitol Event
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Created and disseminated a variety of volunteer recruitment and awareness materials and 
tools to affliates, as well as offered consultation and technical assistance on recruitment. 
Further promoted CASA mission via people recognition opportunities and various 

communications tools including website, social media channels, and e-newsletters

FEATURE: Change a Child’s Story Campaign 

• Georgia campaign ads ran in Atlanta and Macon designated market areas during Fall 
2021 (social media, digital out-of-home, digital newspapers & radio)
• 8.9 million total impressions / 1,000+ volunteer inquiries to Georgia CASA
• National campaign ads ran at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta (ongoing)

Provided statewide trainings, on-site court visits, affiliate-focused advocacy reviews, 
and individualized case consultations in the areas of child welfare law, policy, and 

practice

Delivered these supports and resources statewide to more than 3,000 staff and 
advocates, designed to promote strengthened CASA volunteer and staff advocacy 

skills and effectiveness both within and beyond courtroom

FEATURE: Advancing Advocacy Webinars 
• Launched monthly Advancing Advocacy webinars for hundreds of CASA staff and 
volunteers to strengthen quality of best interest advocacy across state and make 
connections with experts to meet needs of children and families
• Topics included trauma-informed advocacy, reunification, commercial sexual exploitation 
of children, Medicaid waivers, and supports and services for immigrant children among 
many others 

“Georgia CASA always 
assists in helping the 

affiliates operate more 
effectively.”

Affiliate CASA Director
in Georgia

Council of Programs Meeting, May 2022



Key Impact Areas Donors

Beacon of Light ($10,000+)
Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation
Chick-fil-A, Inc. 
John & Mary Franklin Foundation, Inc. 
John H. & Wilhelmina Harland Foundation,
  Inc.
Mr. Daniel Hathaway 
Mrs. Roya Irvani 
The LuluMa Foundation 
National CASA/GAL Association for 
  Children
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation 

Guardian ($5,000 - $7,499)
Anonymous
Combined Federal Campaign 
Mr. John Gilberto 
Mr. & Mrs. Duaine Hathaway 
Ms. Amy Kreisler 
Ms. Mandira Mehra 
Ms. Louise Moore 
Ms. Lane Olives 
Emily Winship Scott Foundation
Mr. Rod Walker

Advocate ($2,500 - $4,999)
ADP – corporate match
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Adams Jr. 
The Honorable Anne Elizabeth Barnes 
Ms. Cynthia Carns 
Mrs. Vince Clanton 
Dell Technologies – corporate match 
Facebook Fundraisers 
Garvish Immigration Law Group, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hannon 
Mrs. Bernadette W. Hartfield 
Ms. Luciana Holbert 
Mrs. Lauren Hyatt 
Jim Ellis Employee Charity Inc. 
Dr. Kip Lynch 
Mrs. Marcy McTier 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Meisel
Mr. & Mrs. J. David Pipes 
Randstad 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Rotroff 
Ms. Heather A. Steen 
Synovus

Patron ($1,000 - $2,499)
Mrs. Susan Abramson 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bankoff 
Scott & Sheryl Bomar 
Mrs. Debbie Caras
Catholic Foundation of North GA, Inc. 
Ms. Elena Chang 
Ms. Wendy Cobb 
Ms. Laura Crim 
Mr. David Cummings 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dailey 
Ms. Mary Beth Dale 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Day 
Ms. Karon Drewniak
Ms. Peggy Elder 
Ms. Alice Franklin 
Friends For Life Foundation, Inc. 
Dr. John Gira 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Gump 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Hale
Ms. Kathryn Hinton 
Ms. Jane Hale Hopkins 
Ms. Christa Hyatt 
The Junior League of Atlanta, Inc. 
Kappa Alpha Theta, Atlanta Alumnae Chapter 
Ms. Charlotte King 
Ms. Jennifer King 
Mary Ryan & Henry G. Kuhrt Foundation
Lilly Pulitzer
Ms. Mickey Merkel 
Mr. Don Miller 
Ms. Jennifer Muserallo 
Ms. Wendy Polson 
Renaissance Charitable Foundation 
Mr. Shouky Shaheen 
The Swinerton Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. David Terrell 
Ms. Angela Tanzella Tyner 
UHG – corporate match
Mr. & Mrs. David Wallis 
WinHalf 
Winshape Homes 
The Honorable John Worcester

Visit https://bit.ly/FY22GCASADonors to view the 
complete donor listing.

Impact
Celebrated and recognized service and investment of people as well as affiliate 
recognition for accomplishments and overall effectiveness, all while further promoting 

CASA mission to impact over 9,000 children experiencing foster care

FEATURE: Award Winners 

Signature Fundraiser
FEATURE: Luncheon & Fashion Show - April 2022 
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Becky Nunnally, 2022 CASA 
Volunteer of the Year from CASA of 

the Appalachian Judicial Circuit (with 
Lauren Hyatt, Board Chair & Jen King, 

Executive Director)

Jackie McLear, 2022 
CASA Board Member 

Leadership Award winner 
from CASA of Houston 

County

Judge Amanda Heath, 
2022 CASA Champion 

Award winner - Augusta, 
GA

Left: 
Atlantic Area CASA, 
Established Program 
Award of Excellence

Right: 
Coastal Plain CASA,
Innovative Program
Award of Excellence

• Event Co-Chairs Kimberly 
Meisel and Nicole Postlewaite
• Honored guest speaker former 
Chief Justice David Nahmias of 
the Supreme Court of Georgia 
• Fashions by Lilly Pulitzer
• Raised nearly $100,000

Event Committee Members
David Nahmias & Linda Willis

https://bit.ly/FY22GCASADonors


Georgia CASA Team at State Conference - August 2022
(including Ellie Gravitt, Legal Intern & 

Shauna McCullough-Hightower, New Team Member)

Honoraries & Memorials Board of Directors & Team Members

Honoraries
In honor of Mrs. Susan Abramson
By Ms. Donna Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Klemperer

In honor of Ms. Elizabeth Allen
By Ms. Judy Zaban

In honor of Ms. Amy Arogeti
By Mr. Joel Arogeti

In honor of Athens-Oconee CASA Team
By Ms. Susie Weller 

In honor of Mr. Arthur Chotin
By Mr. Matthew Chotin

In honor of Vince & Cynthia Clanton
By Mr. & Mrs. Jack Day

In honor of Ms. Marcianna Coc
By Ms. Angela Boddie

In honor of Ms. Carolyn Dobbins
By Ms. Marietta Petters

In honor of Ms. Solveig Harden (now deceased)
By Mr. & Mrs. Jim Cumming

In honor of Mrs. Bernadette Hartfield
By Mrs. Susan Abramson 
Mrs. Gloria Lee
Mrs. Robyn Sims

In honor of Mrs. Nicole Hedgemon
By The Sladkus Law Group

In honor of Mrs. Lauren Hyatt
By Ms. Christa Hyatt

In honor of Bahman & Roya Irvani
By Mr. & Mrs. William Verner

In honor of Mrs. Roya Irvani
By John & Laura Hardman 
The Honorable Beverly B. Martin

In honor of Ann & Arthur Kennedy
By Marian Golan

In honor of Dasha Ki
By Ms. Agnes An

In honor of Dr. Kip Lynch
By Mr. & Mrs. David W. Ghegan

In honor of Mrs. Marcy McTier
By Mr. David S. Dimling

In honor of Ms. Wendy Polson
By Mr. & Mrs. David Polson

In honor of Ms. Joy Robins
By Ms. Regina Gore

In honor of Mrs. Ann Rotroff
By Dr. & Mrs. G. Lee Cross III

In honor of Ms. Shelley Smart
By Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shields Jr.

In honor of Wes & Melonie Tharpe
By Ms. Jessica Wall

In honor of Kelvin Vatum & Edwin Richards
By Rev. Mark Everett Sanders

In honor of Ms. Nancy Wood
By Ms. Kathy W. Day

Memorials
In memory of Ms. Gwen Cross
By Dr. & Mrs. G. Lee Cross III

In memory of Mr. Scott Edwards
By Smokey & Beverly Edwards

In memory of Ms. Frances Jackson Gornto
By Mr. Darvin Jackson

In memory of Ms. Marcia Hammons
By Mr. & Mrs. Gene McClure 
Mrs. Nicki N. Vaughan

In memory of Ms. Solveig Harden
By Ms. Abigail Pungot
Mr. R. Steven Whitcomb

In memory of Lorrah Holman
By PEO Sisterhood Chapter DN

In memory of Ms. Beth Lawton McGee
By Mr. Jeffrey Colbath

In memory of Ms. Jo Ann Stanton
By Ms. Linda Catroppa

In memory of Ms. Betty Lou Stoumbaugh
By Ms. Jane Chaya
Ms. Anna Fisher
Ms. Lynda Greene
Mr. Martin Scott

In memory of Ms. Markie Thomas-Cohen
By Riley Cohen

In memory of Mr. Thomas Wright Jr.
By Mrs. Joyce Jones
Mrs. Shontel Wright

Board of Directors
Mandira Mehra, Chair
Lauren Hyatt, Vice Chair
Dianne Scoggins, Secretary
Daniel Hathaway, Treasurer
Jennifer Alewine
Debbie Caras
Elena Chang
Wendy Cobb
Sandy Day
Chelsea DeWaters
Marie Hannon
Kim Harrington
Bernadette Hartfield
Jane Hale Hopkins
Charlotte King
Kip Lynch
Charlene Maldonado
Don Miller
Louise Moore
Susanna Patterson
Wendy Polson
Brian Reaves
Carlene Redmond
Ann Rotroff
Heather Steen
Marvin Vaughn
Rod Walker
Becky Wallis
Susie Weller
The Honorable John Worcester

Honorary Member
Duaine Hathaway

Life Members
John P. Adams Jr.
Michelle Barclay
Ann Barrett
Ethel Ware Carter
Roya Irvani
Kellyn O. McGee
Jack McMillan
Marcy McTier
Donna Shapiro
Nicki N. Vaughan, Co-Founder
Nancy Wood

Team Members
Jennifer King 
Executive Director

Deidre Hollands
Program Operations Director

Ewansiha Simmons
Finance & Administration Director

Angela Tyner
Advocacy Director

Lori Derhammer 
Communications & Donor Relations Manager

Alicia Jordan
Training & Data Manager

Lori Pupp
Senior Advocacy Manager

LaFayette Young
Training & Inclusion Specialist

Joyce Jones
Staff Associate
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Georgia Court Appointed Special Advocates, Inc.
75 Marietta St. NW

Suite 404
Atlanta, GA 30303

404.874.2888 | 800.251.4012

info@gacasa.org
gacasa.org

Member of The National CASA/GAL Association for Children

Connect with us:


