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Show Appreciation & Seek Support for FY ‘27 Budget-Increase Request

e Thank your legislators for continuing to prioritize investing in CASA advocacy.
Legislative support has resulted in a strong foundation for CASA advocacy across the
state.

* Increased funding has enabled CASA affiliates to accomplish the following:

o Recruit, screen, train, and empower additional community volunteers to advocate
for more children in state custody; and

o Attract and retain highly committed and qualified local staff members, who are
skilled and experienced in supporting volunteers.

e Share CASA’s request for $1M to invest in high-needs, high-impact areas with
immediate staffing demands and to sustain network growth and expanded service.
(See flyer for additional details.)

Share CASA’s Momentum & Engage Legislators in the CASA Network

e Offer to be a resource about CASA or child welfare issues as the session progresses.

* |nvite your legislator to attend your next event, swearing-in ceremony, training, or to
observe court.

e Ask your legislator to spread the word about CASA within the district at their faith-
based, civic, or professional associations or clubs and within their other circles.

e Share a CASA recruitment message for their constituent newsletter or social media
profile.

e Take a photo with your legislator and share on social media.

Bring Attention to Needs of Children & Families in Your District

e Highlight issues that impact children and families in your area. Consider how DFCS
budget reductions and resulting service authorization changes have directly impacted
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services and the local child welfare infrastructure. Share first-hand examples and
direct-impact stories.
o Impact of fewer services (including behavior aides) on permanency, placement
stability, foster parent and caregiver support, and mental health of children and
youth in care and their parents

CONTACT o Impact suspended transportation service has on frequent and meaningful
visitation, court participation, and service delivery
Angela Tyner o Loss of placements (beds) and the subsequent impact on child’s proximity to
Advocacy Director community, resources, and support (how distance and travel impacts reunification,
placement stability, peer relationships, and connectedness) and placement
atyner(gacasa.org suitability impact (least restrictive and most home-like option)
WWw.gacasa.org o Need for quality legal representation for children and parents

o How court-ordered services influence service delivery and the impact on
permanency, best interest advocacy, and needs of children and families
e Encourage legislators that we must work together to find collaborative solutions.




